108        MAINE ON POPULAR GOVERNMENT.

up what in physics would be called a highly
increased molecular activity, does it disturb
not merely conservative respect for institu-
tions, but respect for coherence and continuity
of opinion and sentiment ia the character
of the individual himself 1 Is there a fluidity
of character in modern democratic societies
which contrasts not altogether favourably with
the strong solid types of old? Are English-
men becoming less like Romans, and more like
disputatious Greeks'? These and many other
considerations of the same kind are enough
to secure a ready welcome for any thinker who
can light up the obscurities of the time.

With profound respect for Sir Henry Maine's
attainments, and every desire to profit by illumi-
nation wherever it may be discerned, we cannot
clearly see how the present volume either makes
the problems more intelligible, or points the way
to feasible solutions. Though he tries, in perfect
good faith, to be the dispassionate student, he
often comes very close to the polemics of the
hour. The truth is that/ scientific lawyers have
seldom been very favourable to popular govern-
ment; and when the scientific lawyer is doubled